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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of recording and reproducing information in which a 
recording area of a recording medium is physically divided into plurality of blocks and each 
block is partitioned into plurality of pages , said method comprising steps of: 

feee fding and erasing information in one o r mor e pages in blocks of the p l urality of 

allocating a specific area having a frequently changing information to at least one page in 
one block of the plurality of blocks, wherein pages in said em block each contain an area for 
recording area management information including information indicating an unused area, an 
allocated area, a disabled area, or an ordinary recording area; and 

disabling remaining pages in said one block when said allocating step allocates the 
frequently changing information to said at least one page in said one block, wherein said 
remaining pages include at least one page, 

wherein the frequently changing information is managing data recorded in the recording 
medium or root directory information. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one page is provided with an area for recording area 
management information including information indicating that the specific area has been 
allocated, information indicating the disablement of the page although unused, information 
indicating an unused area, and information indicating an ordinary recording area. 

4-5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1 claim 3, 
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wherein the specific area is a data management area in which the managing data is stored 
as the frequently changing information. 

said method further comprising steps of: 

reco r d i ng of information into t he recor ding medium; 

(6a) rilo catiag-aa-*HWsed-kk )ck to a logical sp ae e and record -m^- information writing data 
into saM-efte an unused bloc k of the recording medium when a writing data operation is 
performed to the recording medium ; 

(6b) reading ar ^ modif ymg contents of the data management are a in said one block in the 
recording medium , the contents being the managing data ; 

(6c) modify ing the contents of the data management area in relation to the written data; 

(6d) recordin g writing the modified contents of the data management area into pages of 
another unused block in the recording medium; and 

(6e) disabling other pages in said another unused block of the step (6d). wherein the 
modified contents were not written in said other pages; and 

(6f) erasing the contents of the data management are a in said one block - before modified , 
and turning said one block where the data management a fea before modified has Hf-esMedr into 
thean unused block. 

7-8. (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim l ekHffl-3. 

wherein the specific area is a data management area in which the managing data is stored 
as the frequently changing information, 

said method further comprising steps of: 

erasing of inform a ti o n i n the reco rding medium; 

(9a) reading a»d-fnethfyiftg-contents of the data management are a in said one block in the 
recording medium , the contents being the managing data, when a data erasing operation is 
performed to the recording medium ; 



3 



MRC/CET 



Application No. 10/829,168 

Reply to Office Action of February 13, 2009 



Docket No.: 0879-0441PUS1 



( 9b) modifying the contents of the data management area in relation to the data to be 

erased; 

(9c) recordin g writing the modified contents of the data management area into pages of 
an unused block in the recording medium; 

(9d) disabling other pages in said unused block of the step (9c). wherein the modified 
contents were not written in said other pages; 

(9e) erasing the contents of the data management are a in said one block feefefe-ffiodified, 
and turning said one block whefe-4he-data managem e n t-a rea before '.mod i fied-4miS-^esided ? into 
thean unused block; and 

(9f) erasing the i nformation data to be deleted erased , and turning said one _a block where 
the information data to be erased has resided, into thean unused block. 

10. (Canceled) 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1, wherein said one block contains the page corresponding to a FAT area, 
information a high-speed recording area (0x55) is recorded into the area management 
information in the page corresponding to the FAT area. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 6, further comprising recording a logical address in a logical address part in 
each page. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1 , wherein said allocating the specific area distinguishes said one block where 
the specific area is allocated having a fr equently changing inf or ma tion from blocks where an 
ordinary data area are allocated , so as to reduce amount of reading/writing data mo d if ieatieft 
when modifying the contents of the specific area. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1 , wherein 

said allocating step records an area management information with information indicating 
an allocated area, for said at least one page, and 

said disabling step records an area management information with information indicating a 
disabled area, for each of said remaining pages. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1, wherein each page in said one the blocks contains an area for recording 
area management information including information indicating 

an unused area which indicates the area is available for writing data 
an allocated area which indicates an area where a frequently changing information is 
recorded, 

a disabled area which indicates an area made to be in a disabled state in order to allocate 
only frequently changing information to other pages in said one block, or a disabled area which 
indicates an area in a disabled state due to damage, or 

an ordinary recording area which indicates an area where ordinary data other than a 
frequently changing information is recorded. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 3 claim 1 , wherein said area management information is represented by a 
hexadecimal code. 

17. (Previously Presented) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1, wherein pages in said one block other than pages where the frequently 
changing information is allocated are neither used for data storage nor allocated to the logical 
space. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The method of recording and reproducing information 
according to claim 1, further comprising assigning a logical address to each page in said one 
block. 
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